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COMMUNITY BULLETIN, February 21*, 2010

From Fr. Wiestaw’s Desk:

Dear Parishioners!

So it has begun. The magic number 40 once again sounded a strong trumpet on
Ash Wednesday in the Church. Once again we entered the path of a spiritual
renewal. We covered our heads with Ashes. We are filled with the Holy Spirit.
And together with Jesus we go into the desert in order to prepare for our annual
Easter, The Sunday of All Sundays, as the Fathers of the Church put it.

So, there is time in the year, those 40 days and 40 nights that have a great spiritual value. For us who are
baptized Catholics and Christians at the same time, it is a period of introspection. Through the 40 days we
will try to fight the three biggest temptations of all humanity; easy miracles, pride and power and idolatry.
It is hard to believe that Jesus assumed those temptations. So we are not alone.

Easter is a time of celebrating the Sacraments. Almost every year we are happy to receive adult candidates
for baptism on Holy Saturday. Also, this year our community is blessed with receiving into the Catholic
faith two young adults: Jay from Korea and Simon from England. We welcome them with great love and
offer our prayers as they long for the renewal in baptismal font. | am sure that both of these fine men invite
all of you to the celebration of their baptism, which God will be willing, will take place on Easter Vigil.

For us it is also time of looking forward to celebrate what is called: the Sacrament of second baptism,
baptism of tears, i.e. The Sacrament of Reconciliation. | recommend this path of renewal and allow myself
to remind that according to the teaching of the Church, we are obliged to confess our sins, at least once a
year. Let us not postpone time of our grace.
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To all of you | wish to have a great Lenten Season and joyful Easter ,21//]’\
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CCD NEWS

Special CCD Masses

Recently, both our Communion and Confirmation Class children have been introduced to the
community, as part of special Masses in which they participated.

In the Confirmation Class' Rite of Acceptance Mass, they received a small cross as a
reminder to them of what it means to be a Catholic Christian, and what they are preparing to
commit themselves to becoming once they are confirmed in May.
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We have seven candidates waiting to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation this year, and
they are being taught by Mrs. Hrncir.

On January 24™ the children from the First Communion Class also introduced themselves to
the community, and asked for their prayers. They sang beautifully, and read the Prayers of
the Faithful. This year, there are 20 children in the Communion Class and they are being
taught by Mrs. Henning.

Lenten Confessions

As we do every year, we will be arranging two Sundays when the CCD children will have a chance

to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Lent, in order to prepare for Easter.

Provisionally, Fr. Wieslaw will hear the children’s confessions on Sunday March 7" and 14" in

Radna, and on the evening of March 14™ in The British School for the Confirmation Classes.

J It would be very helpful if, at home, parents spoke to children about the importance of this
sacrament, and helped them in their preparation before the dates above. In particular, we would
really like to encourage children to know an Act of Contrition ‘off by heart’. An Act of Contrition

can be found in on the inside back cover of all CCD textbooks, and learning this together at home could be

a useful Lenten activity.

Lenten Charity

We very much hope that all our CCD children can participate in the community’s charity
work for Lent this year. Our chosen charity is the Children’s Home in Chotomow, and more
about their particular needs can be found elsewhere in this bulletin.

This year, we would like the children to make, decorate and take home ‘Lenten Charity boxes’, and to fill
then with small change which they may have saved from giving up sweets (or something else) before Easter.
The boxes should be returned on Palm Sunday, when they will be brought up to the altar during the
Offertory Procession. More details will be supplied on February 28™.

CCD Training

This year, in an exciting development, four of the CCD team are
participating in an online course, with the aim of becoming fully trained
catechists. This is a two-year commitment, with four modules and four
essays to be completed each year. The course, Catholic Certificate in
Religious Studies, is provided by the Diocese of Lancaster in the UK, and is
fully approved by the bishops of England and Wales.

So far, the teachers have worked through a module on The Catechism of the Catholic Church, and
have submitted a 1,500 word assignment. They are now working on the second module, The Old
Testament, with the next essay due on February 27". The course is very demanding, and involves
a major commitment for our CCD teachers, some of whom work full time, or run a home and
family, with all that that involves. However, we are all agreed that the benefits far outweigh the
demands, and our CCD classes are already benefitting from the knowledge and spiritual
enrichment the teachers are gaining.




What are the CCD Teachers doing for Lent?

With just a little persuasion, and on the promise of remaining anonymous, the
CCD teachers have provided the following examples of what they hope to do for
Lent this year, in an effort to obey the Church's requirement that we fast, pray
and give alms:

e Give to charity
¢ Put more money in the collection basket each Sunday
¢ Read a Bible passage each day
e Say an extra decade of the rosary daily
e Abstain from meat/alcohol/chocolate.. or all three!
e Try to read something appropriate to the season
e 6o to church more often than once a week
e Slow down, pray more
e Stop spending - '‘a money fast'. Below is a description of what this means for one of
our CCD teachers, and her family:

“So — from today through Good Friday our house is only buying essentials — nothing more. During this time there is a school
vacation, one birthday in the house and a couple others in the family. This ought to be challenging.

The Rules:

-Food is allowed - stockpiling is not. No one will go hungry, but we will cut back. Cokes and Red Bulls are not essentials but milk
and juices are; buying our lunches at school or work is not essential, but lunch meat and bread are, etc...

-Gasoline for the car has been deemed a necessity in the winter. Mom'’s Taxi Service is shutting down though, and we 're limiting
the number of trips we make as much as possible.

-No new toys for the kids, no electronic gadgets for Dad,. This is actually a great time to go through our stuff and see what we
can give away while we're at it.

-No dining out - at all. This includes lunch at the school for the kids, lunch out for Dad or our typical Friday-night dinners out.
Possible exceptions may be family dinners on Sundays, but were still working that out.

-No buying non-essential clothes (if one of the kids loses a jacket — that’s essential; if ...... has a sale — that is not).
-Road trips are cancelled

-And the rest of it we’ll address as we go. It’s a little bit of a challenge to always classify exactly what is a necessity and what is
not. We’ll play it by ear.

The CCD teachers wish you all a spiritually fruitful Lent, and encourage you to pray, fast, and
give o charity in ways which involve your children, and which open their hearts to God.




Lenten Charity

Mother Teresa taught us that, "When you find a child, hungry, lost, without hope, seeking a piece of
bread, starving for love, that you are looking at Jesus in disguise." For this season of Lent, as a parish,
we are supporting the many children living at Ojciec Swiety Pius XI Dom Dziecka (Home for Children)
in Chotomow, a northern suburban village of Warsaw. To give support to these children and the Little
Servant Sisters who care for them, we are working with the charity CARITAS For Children. A Catholic
Lay Apostolate, CARITAS for Children is a nonprofit charitable organization based in Milwaukee with a
branch office in Warsaw, Poland. CARITAS for Children provides financial assistance for the health,
education and general welfare of orphaned and other disadvantaged children located worldwide,
under a variety of Child-Sponsorship programs in partnership with the services of indigenous Catholic
Religious communities. In Poland CARITAS for Children works with the Little Servant Sisters of the
Immaculate Conception, in their orphanages in Chotomow, Czestochowa and Krakow.

Parish Social

On January 24™, our community met for a brunch at the Novotel Hotel. This was a wonderful occasion for
the parish to come together after Mass, share time and a meal in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere, to get to
know each other better, to learn more about our parish from Fr. Wieslaw’s power point presentation, to
celebrate the Feast of St. Paul, our patron saint, and even to participate in the quiz about St. Paul and win
prizes! Everybody seemed to have a pleasant time sharing in good chat and food, while the children enjoyed
their attractive menu as well as various games and activities set up especially for them. We would like to
thank all those who attended and we hope that those who couldn’t come this time will join us next year as
this becomes our annual parish feast. Also, congratulations to all the lucky winners of the quiz prizes:
Caritas For Children CD, a Bible, Radna parking spot reservation and — dinner with the Augustinians in
Lominaki cooked by Fr. Wieslaw!




